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£EDAER  Stone Steps of the Sando Approach

li}\Ei& Gonin i3yakusyo (five farmers were pemﬁtted to operatcitrades within
the precincts of Kotohira-gu Shrine)
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The slope, called the Sando Approach to Kotohira-gu Shrine,
consists of 1368 stone stairs, and its climb is the highlight for
visitors. After Climbing this long slope, many them pray at
Kotohira-gu Shrine located in the middle of Mt. Zozu (elephant’s
Head Mt.). On the way to the shrine, there are many enjoyable
spots where tired climbers has rest.
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Kotohira-cho is a shrine town that developed at the gates of Kotohira-gu
Shrine, and there remain many fine examples of historical architecture

and many historic sites. For instance Kanamaru-za, built on the side of the
Sando Approach, is the oldest extant Kabuki theater, having been

established in 1835.
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f8%t Asahi-no-yashiro Shrine

1Bt DARRE Wooden Sculpture of Asahi-no-yashiro Shrine
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“Izutama-Jinja”

B4t Oku-sha Shrine

Tengu-men on the rock wall of Oku-sha Shrine
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In the two drawing rooms of Kotohira-gu Shrine, a number of Important
Cultural Properties such as wall pictures created by Maruyama Okyo
(1733-1795), one of the greatest artists in the Edo Period, can be seen.
These are opened to the public and it is also one of the area’s highlights.

i%sl%(ifl) Omote- sh01n Art Museum (Important Cultural Property)
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Arts and treasures exhibited in
Homotsu-kan Museum and Gaku-
gei Sanko-kan Museum of Koto-
hira-gu, are also wonderful.
Standing Kan'non-zo with eleven
faces, designated as Important
Cultural Property, is included in
these treasures and should not
be overlooked.
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Jyuichimen Kan’non-ritsuzo
(Standing Kan’non-zo with eleven faces)
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A variety of annual fes- Z3%%
tivals renowned for their
solemnity and gorgeous @
costumes are held all thr-
ough the year. The “Reitai-
sai”, held in october, is an
especially grand affair. |~
The magnificence of the ‘
procession carrying the |
shrine in the parade, com-
ing down the stairs into
the town, makes visitors
excited.
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Kemari is one of the popular ancient sports performed in the Heian-era
(794-1185). This is a precious Intangible Cultural Property preserved

today only in Kyoto and Kotohira-gu. People can see it on May 5, July
7, and in late December every year at the Kotohira-gu Shrine.
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The Seto Ohashi Bridge
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